Alchemical Catechism

In hisRitual de la Haute Magiechapter 19, Eliphas Levi, describes a manusofiptaracelsus supposedly in the
Vatican, entitled "the Chemical Pathway or ManuBlg. claims that a this was transcribed by Sendiwwgnd used
by Baron Tschoudy when composing the Hermetic ®édetin hisL'Etoile Flamboyant ou la Société des Franc-
Macons considerée sous tous les aspdatg6. | have not been able to locate the Panaglesrk in the Vatican nc
Sendivogius' transcription, however, the Hermette€hism of Baron Tschoudy is a fine piece of héimme
philosophy. The version here has been taken frof Waite's translation published in the two voluermetic
and Alchemical Writings of Paracelsus, which hevilgadited of masonic remarks of Tschoudy.

A SHORT CATECHISM OF ALCHEMY

Q. What is the chief study of a Philosopher?

A. It is the investigation of the operations of Nat

Q. What is the end of Nature?

A. God, Who is also its beginning.

Q. Whence are all things derived?

A. From one and indivisible Nature.

Q. Into how many regions is Nature separated?

A. Into four palmary regions.

Q. Which are they?

A. The dry, the moist, the warm, and the cold, \Wwhace the four elementary qualities, whence afighioriginate.
Q. How is Nature differentiated?

A. Into male and female.

Q. To what may we compare Nature?

A. To Mercury.

Q. Give a concise definition of Nature.

A. Itis not visible, though it operates visiblyrfit is simply a volatile spirit, fulfilling its fiice in bodies, and
animated by the universal spirit-the divine bredtle, central and universal fire, which vivifies tlings that exist.
Q. What should be the qualities possessed by themievers of Nature?

A. They should be like unto Nature herself. Thabisay, they should be truthful, simple, patiemt persevering.
Q. What matters should subsequently engross ttieimteon?

A. The philosophers should most carefully ascendipther their designs are in harmony with Natarel of a
possible and attainable kind; if they would accdsipby their own power anything that is usuallyfpemed by the
power of Nature, they must imitate her in everyadet

Q. What method must be followed in order to prodsmeething which shall be developed to a supeegrat thai
Nature herself develops it.

A. The manner of its improvement must be studied, this is invariably operated by means of a ligture. For
example, if it be desired to develop the intringitue of a given metal beyond its natural conditithe chemist
must avail himself of the metallic nature itselidamust be able to discriminate between its matefamale
differentiations.

Q. Where does the metallic nature store her seeds?

A. In the four elements.

Q. With what materials can the philosopher alorewatplish anything?

A. With the germ of the given matter; this is itixie or quintessence, more precious by far, andemgeful, to the
artist, than is Nature herself. Before the phildsaphas extracted the seed, or germ, Nature, indfhialf, will be
ready to perform her duty.

Q. What is the germ, or seed, of any substance?

A. It is the most subtle and perfect decoction diggstion of the substance itself; or, rathers thie Balm of
Sulphur, which is identical with the Radical Moistof Metals.

Q. By what is this seed, or germ, engendered?



A. By the four elements, subject to the will of thepreme Being, and through the direct interventitine
imagination of Nature.

Q. After what manner do the four elements operate?

A. By means of an incessant and uniform motionheaw, according to its quality, depositing itscsgethe centre
of the earth, where it is subjected to action aigested, and is subsequently expelled in an outd@edtion by the
laws of movement.

Q. What do the philosophers understand by the e@ftihe earth?

A. A certain void place where nothing may reposel the existence of which is assumed.

Q. Where, then, do the four elements expel andsiefieir seeds?

A. In the ex-centre, or in the margamd circumference of the centre, which, afteai Bppropriated a portion, ca
out the surplus into the region of excrement, senrfire, and formless chaos.

Q. lllustrate this teaching by an example.

A. Take any level table, and set in its certnease filled with water; surround the vase withesal things of variot
colours, especially salt, taking care that a praji&ance intervenes between them all. Then poutheuvater fron
the vase, and it will flow in streams here andéhene willencounter a substance of a red colour, and vélime
tinge of red; another will pass over the salt, asilticontract a saline flavour; for it is certainat water does not
modify the places which it traverses, but the dieecharacteristics of plas change the nature of water. In the s
way the seed which is deposited by the four elemaiithe centre of the earth is subject to a waaet
modifications in the places through which it passeshat every existing substance is produceldrikeness of it
channel, and when a seed on its arrival at a ceptaint encounters pure earth and pure water, @ guvstance
results, but the contrary in an opposite case.

Q. After what manner do the elements procreatestigsl?

A. In order to the caplete elucidation of this point, it must be obsehthat there are two gross and heavy elen
and two that are volatile in character. Two, irelikanner, are dry and two humid, one out of the lb@ing actually
excessively dry, and the other excessively moiseyTare also masculine and feminine. Now, eacharfhthas a
marked tendency to reproduce its own species withiown sphere. Moreover, they are never in reposeare
perpetually interacting, and each of them separafemnd by itself, the most subtle portion ther&dfeir general
place of meeting is in the centre, even the casftthe Archeus, that servant of Nature, where cgninmix their
several seeds, they agitate and finally expel tteethe exterior.

Q. What is the true and the first matter of all a2

A. The first matter, properly so called, is dualt;iessence, or is in itself of a twofold natwee, nevertheless,
cannot create a metal without the concurrenceebther. The first and the palmary essence is aal demidity,
blended with a warm air, in the form of a fatty etwhich adheres to all substances indiscrimigatethether they
are pure or impure.

Q. How has this humidity been named by Philosophers

A. Mercury.

Q. By what is it governed?

A. By the rays of the Sun and Moon.

Q. What is the second matter?

A. The warmth of the earth -otherwise, that drythvdaich is termed Sulphur by the Philosophers.

Q. Can the entire material body be converted iatl®

A. Its eight-hundredth part only-that, namely, whis secreted in the centre of the body in quesdod may, for
example, be seen in a grain of wheat.

Q. Of what use is the bulk of the matter as regasdseed?

A. Itis useful as a safeguard against excessiag held, moisture, or aridity, and, in generalhaitful
inclemency, against which it acts as an envelope.

Q. Would those artists who pretend to reduce thelevimatter of any body into seed derive any adynfeom the
process, supposing it were possible to perform it?

A. None; on the contrary, their labour would be Whanproductive, because nothing that is good lman
accomplished by a deviation from natural methods.

Q. What, therefore, should be done?

A. The matter must be effectively separated franintpurities, for there is no metal, how pure soewhich is
entirely free from imperfections, though their extegaries. Now all superfluities, cortices, andri® must be
peeled off and purged out from the matter in otdetiscover its seed.

Q. What should receive the most careful attentioihe Philosopher?

A. Assuredly, the end of Nature, and this is bymeans to be looked for in the vulgar metals, bexahese havin



issued already from the hands of the fashionés,rib longer to be found therein.

Q. For what precise reason?

A. Because the vulgar metals, and chiefly gold,adosolutely dead, while ours, on the contraryadosolutely
living, and possess a soul.

Q. What is the life of metals?

A. It is no other substance than fire, when theyas yet imbedded in the mines.

Q. What is their death?

A. Their life and death are in reality one prineiplor they die, as they live, by fire, but the@ath is from a fire of
fusion.

Q. After what manner are metals conceived in thelvof the earth?

A. When the four elements have developed their paweirtue in the centre of the earth, and havyeodéed their
seed, the Archeus of Nature, in the course oftéldiery process, sublimes them superficially hg tvarmth and
energy of the perpetual movement.

Q. Into what does the wind resolve itself whers itlistilled through the pores of the earth?

A. It resolves itself into water, whence all thirggging; in this state it is merely a humid vapaurt of which there
is subsequently evolved the principiated princgfl@all substances, which also serves as the fiegtenof the
Philosophers.

Q. What then is this principiated principle, whishmade use of as the first matter by the Childrfelinowledge in
the philosophic achievement?

A. It is this identical matter, which, the momerisiconceived, receives a permanent and unchalegiamn.

Q. Are Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, the Sun, tl@h etc., separately endowed with individual seed?

A. One is common to them all; their differencestarbeaccounted for by the: locality from which they degived,
not to speak of the fact that Nature completesawek with far greater rapidity in the procreatioihsdver than in
that of gold, and so of the other metals, eacksiown proportion.

Q. How is gold formed in the bowels of the earth?

A. When this vapour, of which we have spoken, idiswed in the centre of the earth, and when itpessed
through warm and pure places, where a certain atdjolus grease adheres to the channels, then thosivavhich
the Philosophers have denominated their Mercurgoimes adapted and joined to this grease, whialbliraes
with itself; from such amalgamation there is progtli@ certain unctuousness, which, abandoning thereas
form, assumes that of grease, and is sublimisethier places, which have been cleansed by thiegieg vapour,
and the earth whereof has consequently been rehdeyee subtle, pure, and humid; it fills the pooéthis earth, it
joined thereto, and gold is produced as ult.

Q. How is Saturn engendered?

A. It occurs when the said unctuosity, or greasssps through places which are totally impure aiul ¢

Q. How is Venus brought forth?

A. She is produced in localities where the eadélitis pure, but is mingled with impure sulphur.

Q. What power does the vapour, which we have rgcergntioned, possess in the centre of the earth?

A. By its continual progress it has the power afgetually rarefying whatsoever is crude and imparej of
successively attracting to itself all that is pareund it.

Q. What is the seed of the first matter of all g5

A. The first matter of things, that is to say, thatter of principiating principles is begotten bgthre, without the
assistance of any other seed; in other words, Haaeives the matter from the elements, whersubgequently
brings forth the seed.

Q. What, absolutely speaking, is therefore the sédidings?

A. The seed in a body is no other thing than a ealggl air, or a humid vapour, which is useless gbitde
dissolved by a warm vapour.

Q. How is the generation of seed comprised in th&alic kingdom?

A. By the artifice of Archeus the four elementstlie first generation of Nature, distil a pondereapour of water
into the centre of the earth ; this is the seeaheffals, and it is called Mercury, not on accouritoéssence, but
because of its fluidity, and the facility with whidt will adhere to each and every thing.

Q. Why is this vapour compared to sulphur?

A. Because of its internal heat.

Q. From what species of Mercury are we to concthdé the metals are composed?

A. The reference is exclusively to the Mercurylad Philosophers, and in no sense to the commoulgaw
substance, which cannot become a seed, seeindjkbaither metals, it already contains its owndsee

Q. What, therefore, must actually be acceptedeasubject of our matter?



A. The seed alone, otherwise the fixed grain, astdhre whole body, which is differentiated into gulr, or living
male, and into Mercury, or living female.

Q. What operation must be afterwards performed

A. They must be joined together, so that they noaignfa germ, after which they will proceed to thequeation of a
fruit which is conformed to their nature.

Q. What is the part of the artist in this operation

A. The artist must do nothing but separate thattwig subtle from that which is gross.

Q. To what, therefore, is the whole philosophic bamation reduced?

A. The development of one into two, and the redurctif two into one, and nothing further.

Q. Whither must we turn for the seed and life oatae@and minerals?

A. The seed of minerals is properly the water whaglsts in the centre

And the heart of the minerals.

Q. How does Nature operate by the help of Art?

A. Every seed, whatsoever its kind, is uselesgamby Nature or Art it is placed in a suitableriratvhere it
receives its life by the coction of the germ! andie congelation of the pure particle, or fixedigr

Q. How is the seed subsequently nourished and nest2

A. By the warmth of its body.

Q. What is therefore performed by the artist inftfineral kingdom?

A. He finishes what cannot be finished by Natureaocount of the crudity of the air, which has peatad the pore
of all bodies by its violence, but on the surfand aot in the bowels of the earth.

Q. What correspondence have the metals among thexa3e

A. It is necessary for a proper comprehension efriéiture of this correspondence to consider thitigosf the
planets, and to pay attention to Saturn, whichéshtighest of all, and then is succeeded by Jupitt by Mars,
the Sun, Venus, Mercury, and, lastly, by the Mdomust be observed that the influential virtuestaf planets do
not ascend but descend, and experience teachleatiddrs can be easily converted into Venus, noiuganto
Mars, which is of a lower sphere. So, also, Jugiter be easily transmuted into Mercury, becausieilp superio
to Mercury, the one being second after the firmatbe other second above the earth, and Sattinighest of all,
while the Moon is lowest. The Sun enters intolalt; it is never ameliorated by its inferiors. Icigar that there is a
large correspondence between Saturn and the Modime imiddle of which is the Sun; but to all thekanges the
Philosopher should strive to administer the Sun.

Q. When the Philosophers speak of gold and sifi@m which they extract their matter, are we topge that the
refer to the vulgar gold and silver?

A. By no means; vulgar silver and gold are deadleathose of the Philosophers are full of life.

Q. What is the object of research among the Phjlosts?

A. Proficiency in the art of perfecting what Natdnas left imperfect in the mineral kingdom, and @tt@ainment of
the treasure of the Philosophical Stone.

Q. What is this Stone?

A. The Stone is nothing else than the radical hitgnaf the elements, perfectly purified and eduoed a
sovereign fixation, which causes it to perform sgoat things for health, life being resident esolaly in the
humid radical.

Q. In what does the secret of accomplishing thisiegble work consist?

A. It consists in knowing how to educe from potalitty into activity the innate warmth, or the fioé Nature, whict
is enclosed in the centre of the radical humidity.

Q. What are the precautions which must be madefuseguard against failure in the work?

A. Great pains must be taken to eliminate excresnfeam the matter, and to conserve nothing bukéreel, whick
contains all the virtue of the compound.

Q. Why does this medicine heal every species afdis?

A. It is not on account of tile variety of its qiteds, but simply because it powerfully fortifidset natural warmth,
which it gently stimulates, while other physicstate it by too violent an action.

Q How can you demonstrate to me the truth of thenaghe matter of the tincture?

A. Firstly, its truth is founded on the fact thaétphysical powder, being composed of the samdautesas the
metals, namely, quicksilver, has the faculty of boning with these in fusion, one nature easily eawbrg another
which is like itself. Secondly, seeing that the arfpction of the base metals is owing to the credsrof their
quicksilver, and to that alone glphysical powder, which is a ripe and decoctedkgilver, and, in itself a pure fit
can easily communicate to them its own maturityl @an transmute them into its nature, after itdtaracted their
crude humidity, that is to say, their quicksilvehich is the sole substance that transmutes tHesrest being



nothing but scoriae and excrements, which are tegjea projection.

Q. What road should the Philosopher follow thatrteey attain to the knowledge and execution of thesiaial
work?

A. That precisely which was followed by the GreatlHitect of the Universe in the creation of the ldpby
observing how the chaos was evolved.

Q. What was the matter of the chaos?

A. It could be nothing else than a humid vapoucduse water alone enters into all created substantéch all
finish in a strange term, this term being a prap#iject for the impression of all forms.

Q. Give me an example to illustrate what you hangt $tated.

A. An example may be found in the special produngiof composite substances, the seeds of whichiainiga
begin by resolving themselves into a certain humatich is the chaos of the particular matter, wdeeissues, by
kind of irradiation, the complete form of the plaktoreover, it should be observed that Holy Scrigtunakes no
mention of anything except water as the materibjestt whereupon the Spirit of God brooded, norrofthing
except light as the universal form of things.

Q. What profit may the Philosopher derive from thesnsiderations, and what should he especiallarem the
method of creation which was pursued by the Supr@eieg?

A. In the first place he should observe the maiterof which the world was made; he will see thataf this
confused mass, the Sovereign Artist began by diktatight, that this light in the same moment dised the
darkness which covered the face of the earth, lzadttserved as the universal form of the matterwill then
easily perceive that in the generation of all cosifgosubstances, a species of irradiation takeepénd a
separation of light and darkness, wherein Natuemigndeviating copyist of her Creator. The Phidbsr will
equally understand after what manner, by the actfdhis light, the empyrean, or firmament whickides the
superior and inferior waters, was subsequentlyyred; how the sky was studded with luminous bodiad;how
the necessity for the moon arose, which was owdrthe space intervening between the things abodetenthings
below; for the moon is an intermediate torch betwie superior and the inferior worlds, receivihg telestial
influences and communicating them to the earthalBirne will understand how the Creator, in thehgaing of the
waters, produced dry land.

Q. How many heavens can you enumerate?

A. Properly there is one only, which is the firmarthat divides the waters from the waters. Nedetss, three a
admitted, of which the first is the space thatieae the clouds. In this heaven the waters ardiedreand fall upon
the fixed stars, and it is also in this space thatplanets and wandering stars perform their teiaris. The second
heaven is the firmament of the fixed stars, whike third is the abode of the supercelestial waters.

Q. Why is the rarefaction of the waters confinethfirst heaven?

A. Because it is in the nature of rarefied substario ascend, and because God, in His eternal feassassigned its
proper sphere to everything.

Q. Why does each celestial body invariably revallieut an axis?

A. It is by reason of the primeval impetus whicheiteived, and by virtue of the same law which edluse any
heavy substance suspended from a thread to tunrtivdtsame velocity, if the power which impelsnitstion be
always equal.

Q. Why do the superior waters never descend?

A. Because of their extreme rarefaction. It istfos reason that a skilled chemist can derive rpooéit from the
study of rarefaction than from any other sciencatabever.

Q. What is the matter of the firmament?

A. Itis properly air, which is more suitable thaater as a medium of light.

Q. After the separation of the waters from the ebgth, what was performed by the Creator to origiggneration?
A. He created a certain light which was destinedtits office; He placed it in the central fire,damoderated this
fire by the humidity of water and by the coldneésgarth, so as to keep a check upon its energyedapt it to His
design.

Q. What is the action of this central fire?

A. It continually operates upathe nearest humid matter, which it exalts intpowa; now this vapour is the merci
of Nature and the first matter of the three kingdom

Q. How is the sulphur of Nature subsequently forthed

A. By the interaction of the central fire and thergurial vapour.

Q. How is the salt of the sea produced?

A. By the action of the same fire upon aqueous ditgniwhen the aerial humidity, which is contairtedrein, has
been exhaled.



Q. What should be done by a truly wise Philosoptteen he has once mastered the foundation and dee iorthe
procedure of the Great Architect of the Universthimconstruction of all that exists in Nature?

A. He should, as far as may be possible, becoradtul copyist of his Creator. In the physical obde should
make his chaos such as the original actually washiould separate the light from the darknessshbeld form his
firmament for the separation of the waters whiehaove from the waters which are below, and should
successively accomplish, point by point, the erd@quence of the creative act.

Q. With what is this grand and sublime operatioriqgyened?

A. With one single corpuscle, or minute body, whish to speak, contains nothing but faeces, fitig
abominations, but whence a certain tenebrous amdum& humidity is extracted, which contains iself all that is
required by the Philosopher, because, as a fais,ihesearch of nothing hut the true Mercury.

Q. What kind of mercury, therefore, must he male afdn performing the work? A. Of a mercury whiels, such,
is not found on the earth, but is extracted frordibs, yet not from vulgar mercury, as it has bedsely said.

Q. Why is the latter unfitted to the needs of oorke

A. Because the wise artist must take notice thifarumecury has an insufficient quantity of sulphur, dedshouli
consequently operate upon a body created by Natuvehich Nature herself has united the sulphur rmuedcury
that it is the work of the artist to separate.

Q. What must he subsequently do?

A. He must purify them and join them anew together.

Q. How do you denominate the body of which we hasen speaking?

A. The RUDE STONE, Or Chaos, or lliaste, or Hyleattconfused mass which is known but universalgpded.
Q. As you have told me that Mercury is the oneghimich the Philosopher must absolutely understesitlyou
give me a circumstantial description of it, so@avoid misconception?

A. In respect of its nature, our Mercury is duakefl and volatile; in regard to its motion, it isadual, for it has a
motion of ascent and of descent; by that of desdteistthe influence of plants, by which it stimtgs the drooping
fire of Nature, and this is its first office previ®to congelation. By its ascensional movemenisets, seeking to be
purified, and as this is after congelation, it@msidered to be the radical moisture of substandeish, beneath its
vile scoriae, still preserves the nobility of itsf origin.

Q. How many species of moisture do you suppose to kach composite thing?

A. There are three--the Elementary, which is priypdie vase of the other elements; the Radicalckytaccurately
speaking, is the oil, or balm, in which the entimrgue of the subject is resident--lastly, the Adintary, the true
natural dissolvent, which draws up the droopingrimal fire, causing corruption and blackness bhusidity, and
fostering and sustaining the subject.

Q. How many species of Mercury are there knowméoRhilosophers?

A. The Mercury of the Philosophers may be regardw®tker four aspects; the first is entitled the Meyaf bodies,
which is actually their concealed seed; the sed®tite Mercury of Nature, which is the Bath or Va$¢he
Philosophers, otherwise the humid radical; to tivelthas been applied the designation, Mercuref t
Philosophers, because it is found in their laboyasémd in their minera. It is the sphere of Satitrig the Diana of
the Wise; it is the true salt of metals, after alegquisition of which the true philosophic work magy/truly said to
have begun. In its fourth aspect, it is called Cammvlercury, which yet is not that of the Vulgart bather is
properly the true air of the Philosophers, the miedle substance of water, the true secret andezded fie, callec
also common fire, because it is common to all na@aefor it is the substance of metals, and thendbely derive
their quantity and quality.

Q. How many operations art comprised in our work?

A. There is one only, which may be resolved intblisnation, and sublimation, according to Gebenathing othe|
than the elevation of the dry matter by the medratf fire, with adherence to its own vase.

Q. What precaution should be taken in reading tharétic Philosophers ?

A. Great care, above all, must be observed upamittint, lest what they say upon the subject shbalthterpreted
literally and in accordance with the mere sounthefwords: For the letter killeth, but the spiiitegh life.

Q. What books should be read in order to have gnaintance with our science?

A. Among the ancients, all the works of Hermes $th@gpecially be studied; in the next place, aadetook,
entitled The Passage of the Red Sea, and anotheritrance into the Promised Land. Paracelsusshtsald be
read before all among elder writers, and, amongrdtieatises, his Chemical Pathway, or the MantiBbaoacelsus,
which contains all the mysteries of demonstratiligsics and the most arcane Kabbalah. This rareiaiogie
manuscript work exists opin the Vatican Library, but Sendivogius had tlo®d fortune to take a copy of it, whi
has helped in the illumination of the sages ofander. Secondly, Raymond Lully must be read, asd/aide
Mecum above all, his dialogue called the Tree & Lhis testament, and his codicil. There must,éw®@x, be a



certain precaution exercised in respect to thel&st) because, like those of Geber, and also obldrde Villanova
they abound in false recipes and futile fictionhjol seem to have been inserted with the objestare effectually
disguising the truth from the ignorant. In the dhjlace, the Turba Philosophorum which is a cdtiecof ancient
authors, contains much that is materially goodugjtothere is much also which is valueless. Amondiasval
writers Zachary, Trevisan, Roger Bacon, and a iteaiaonymous author, whose book is entitled ThéoBbphers,
should be held especially high in the estimatiothefstudent. Among moderns the most worthy torizxeg are
John Fabricius, Francois de Nation, and Jean Dgfsiawho wrote Physics Restored, though, to sayrthh, he
has imported some false precepts and fallaciousans into his treatise.

Q. When may the Philosopher venture to undertadevirk?

A. When he is, theoretidg| able to extract, by means of a crude spiritiggested spirit out of a body in dissolutic
which digested spirit he must again rejoin to thel wil.

Q. Explain me this theory in a clearer manner.

A. It may be demonstrated more completely in thea@rocess; the great experiment may be undertaken the
Philosopher, by the medium of a vegetable mengtrwunited to a mineral menstruum, is qualified igsdlve a
third essential menstruum, with which menstruunmitedrhe must wash the earth, and then exalt itantelestial
guintessence, to compose the sulphureous thundenltinth instantaneously penetrates substancedesttys
their excrements.

Q. Have those persons a proper acquaintance witlré&levho pretend to make use of vulgar gold fodseead of
vulgar mercury for the dissolvent, or the earthwhich it should be sown?

A. Assuredly not, because neither the one nor thergossesses the external agent--gold, becalas ieen
deprived of it by decoction, and mercury becausadt never had it.

Q. In seeking this auriferous seed elsewhere thgold itself, is there no danger of producing ecégs of monste
since one appears to be departing from Nature?

A. It is undoubtedly true that in gold is contairteée auriferous seed, and that in a more perfedition than it is
found in any other body; but this does not forcéousiake use of vulgar gold, for such a seed isigtound in
each of the other metals, and is nothing elseHaitfixed grain which Nature has infused in thetfaongelation of
mercury, all metals having one origin and a commsuipstance, as will be ultimately unveiled to thebe become
worthy of receiving it by application and assidustisy.

Q. What follows from this doctrine?

A. It follows that, although the seed is more petrfa gold, it may be extracted much more easityrfranother
body than from gold itself, other bodies being moypen, that is to say, less digested, and lessatest in their
humidity.

Q. Give me an example taken from Nature.

A. Vulgar gold may be likened to a fruit which, ey come to a perfect maturity, has been cut affifits tree, an
though it contains a most perfect and well-digestset], notwithstanding, should anyone set it irgtioeind, with a
view to its multiplication, much time, trouble, aattention will be consumed in the developmentofegetative
capabilities. On the other hand, if a cutting, eoat, be taken from the same tree, and similddpted, in a short
time, and with no trouble, it will spring up andpuce much fruit.

Q. Is it necessary that an amateur of this scishoeld understand the formation of metals in thedis of the
earth if he wishes to complete his work ?

A. So indispensable is such a knowledge that shaydne fail, before all other studies, to appms$elf to its
attainment, and to imitate Nature point by poimgr#in, he will never succeed in accomplishing aimgtibut what it
worthless.

Q. How, then, does Nature deposit metals in thegi®wf the earth, and of what does she compose them

A. Nature manufactures them all out of sulphur ematcury, and forms them by their double vapour.

Q. What do you mean by this double vapour, and temvmetals be formed thereby?

A. In order to a complete understanding of thissjoa, it must first be stated that mercurial vapiswnited to
sulphureous vapour in a cavernous place which gmtasaline water, which serves as their matitimsTis formec
firstly, the Vitriol of Nature; secondly, by the mwonotion of the elements, there is developed othisfVitriol of
Nature a new vapour, which is neither mercurialswphureous, yet is allied to both these natuaed,this, passir
through places to which the grease of sulphur a&dhés joined therewith, and out of their unionwigous
substance is produced, otherwise, a formless mémsh is permeated by the vapour that fills thesesenous
places. By this vapour, acting through the sulphcontains, are produced the perfect metals, dexvithat the
vapour and the locality are pure. If the localibdahe vapour are impure, imperfect metals re$hie terms
perfection and imperfection have reference to varidegrees of concoction.

Q. What is contained in this vapour?



A. A spirit of light and a spirit of fire, of theature of the celestial bodies, which properly stidaé considered as
the form of the universe.

Q. What does this vapour represent?

A. This vapour, thus impregnated by the univerpdltsrepresents, in a fairly complete way, theyoral Chaos,
which contained all that was required for the avéicreation, that is, universal matter and uniadeficrm.

Q. And one cannot, notwithstanding, make use ajatuimercury in the process?

A. No, because vulgar mercury, as already made,pkdevoid of external agent.

Q. Whence comes it that common mercury is withtsu¢xternal agent?

A. Because in the exaltation of the double vapth&,commotion has been so great and searchinghthapirit, or
agent, has evaporated, as occurs, with very clostasgty, in the fusion of metals. The result Fat the unique
mercurial part is deprived of its masculine or sulgeous agent, and consequently can never be tuagrimto gol
by Nature.

Q. How many species of gold are distinguished leyRhilosophers?

A. Three sorts :--Astral Gold, Elementary Gold, ahdgar Gold.

Q. What is astral gold?

A. Astral Gold has its centre in the sun, which cwmicates it by its rays to all inferior beingsislan igneous
substance, which receives a continual emanati@olaf corpuscles that penetrate all things sentiegetable, and
mineral.

Q. What do you refer to under the term Elementasid@

A. This is the most pure and fixed portion of tiengents, and of all that is composed of them. Alilanary beings
included in the three kingdoms contain in their asthcentre a precious grain of this elementary.gold

Q. Give me some description of Vulgar Gold ?

A. It is the most beautiful metal of our acquaim@nthe best that Nature can produce, as perfécisasnalterable
in itself.

Q. Of what species of gold is the Stone of thedoiphers ?

A. It is of the second species, as being the mast portion of all the metallic elements aftertsification, when
it is termed living philosophical gold. A perfeaélibrium and equality of the four elements ernteo the Physical
Stone, and four things are indispensable for tkemplishment of the work, namely, composition, eition,
mixture, and union, which, once performed accordmthe rules of art, will beget the lawful Sontbé Sun, and
the Phoenix which eternally rises out of its owhess

Q. What is actually the living gold of the Philo$@ps?

A. It is exclusively the fire of Mercury, or thagneous virtue, contained in the radical moistuweyhich it has
already communicated the fixity and the naturehefgulphur, whence it has emanated, the mercuvéabcter of
the whole substance of philosophical sulphur peimgitt to be alternatively termed mercury.

Q. What other name is also given by the Philosaptetheir living gold ?

A. They also term it their living sulphur, and theie fire; they recognize its existence in altllas, and there is
nothing that can subsist without it.

Q. Where must we look for our living gold, our kg sulphur, and our true fire ?

A. In the house of Mercury.

Q. By what is this fire nourished?

A. By the air.

Q. Give me a comparative illustration of the powethis fire ?

A. To exemplify the attraction of this interiordirthere is no better comparison than that whiders/ed from the
thunderbolt, which originally is simply a dry, testrial exhalation, united to a humid vapour. Bgl&ation, and by
assuming the igneous nature, it acts on the huynidiich is inherent to it; this it attracts to ifséransmutes it into
its own nature, and then rapidly precipitates ftgethe earth, where it is attracted by a fixeturawhich is like
unto its own.

Q. What should be done by the Philosopher aftdraseextracted his Mercury ?

A. He should develop it from potentiality into aaty.

Q. Cannot Nature perform this of herself?

A. No; because she stops short after the firstisation, and out of the matter which is thus digabdo the metals
engender.

Q. What do the Philosophers understand by thed gndl silver?

A. The Philosophers apply to their Sulphur the nan@old, and to their Mercury the name of Silver.

Q. Whence are they derived?

A. | have already stated that they are derived feomomogeneous body wherein they are found in gitmatdance,



whence also Philosophers know how to extract bgthrbadmirable, and entirely philosophical, process

Q. When this operation has been duly performedjhat other point of the practice must they nexthapp
themselves?

A. To the confection of the philosophical amalgavhjch must be done with great care, but can only be
accomplished after the preparation and sublimaifdhe Mercury.

Q. When should your matter be combined with the¢j\gold?

A. During the period of amalgamation only, thatdsay, Sulphur is introduced into it by meanshef t
amalgamation, and thenceforth there is one subsstdime process is shortened by the addition oftf&u|pvhile the
tincture at the same time is augmented.

Q. What is contained in the centre of the radicaisture ?

A. It contains and conceals Sulphur, which is cedewith a hard rind.

Q. What must be done to apply it to the Great Work?

A. It must be drawn, out of its bonds with consurterskill, and by the method of putrefaction.

Q. Does Nature, in her work in the mines, possessrastruum which is adapted to the dissolutionlgnsdation of
this sulphur?

A. No; because there is no local movement. Coulditdaunassisted, dissolve, putrefy, and purifyrtiegallic
body, she would herself provide us with 'he Phylsitane, which is Sulphur exalted and increasedrtne.

Q. Can you elucidate this doctrine by an example?

A. By an enlargement of the previous comparisoa fstiit, or a seed, which, in the first place, ig¢ pto the earth
for its solution, and afterwards for its multiplican. Now, the Philosopher, who is in a positiordiscern what is
good seed, extracts it from its centre, consigtsiils proper earth, when it has been well cureti@repared, and
therein he rarefies it in such a manner that itdifiir virtue is increased and indefinitely multigd.

Q. In what does the whole secret of the seed dopsis

A. In the true knowledge of its proper earth.

Q. What do you understand by the seed in the wditk€©Philosophers ?

A. I understand the interior heat, or the spedfigit, which is enclosed in the humid radical, @iin other words
is the middle substance of living silver, the progeerm of metals, which contains its own seed.

Q. How do you set free the sulphur from its bonds?

A. By putrefaction.

Q. What is the earth of minerals ?

A. It is their proper menstruum.

Q. What pains must be taken by the Philosophextra&t that part which he requires?

A. He must take great pains to eliminate the fedidours and impure sulphurs, after which the seest tre
injected.

Q. By what indication may the Artist be assured tfeis in the right road at the beginning of hizrk®

A. When he finds that the dissolvent and the thiisgolved are converted into one form and one mattthe
period of dissolution.

Q. How many solutions do you count in the Philosoplork?

A. There are three. The first solution is that whieduces the crude and metallic body into its el@sof sulphur
and of living silver; the second is that of the piegl body, and the third is the solution of thexenal earth.

Q. How is the metallic body reduced by the firduson into mercury, and then into sulphur?

A. By the secret artificial fire, which is the Bumg Star.

Q. How is this operation performed?

A. By extracting from the subject, in the first pda the mercury or vapour of the elements, andr gfirification,
by using it to liberate the sulphur from its bonolg,corruption, of which blackness is the indicatio

Q. How is the second solution performed ?

A. When the physical body is resolved into the substances previously mentioned, and has acquiesckiestial
nature.

Q. What is the name which is applied by Philosopheithe Matter during this period?

A, Itis called their Physical Chaos, and it isfant, the true First Matter, a name which can lydoed applied befor
the conjunction of the male--which is sulphur--witle female--which is silver.

Q. To what does the third solution refer?

A. It is the humectation of the mineral earth and closely bound up with multiplication.

Q. What fire must be made use of in our work ?

A. That fire which is used by Nature.

Q. What is the potency of this fire?



A. It dissolves everything that is in the worldchase it is the principle of all dissolution androption.

Q. Why is it also termed Mercury ?

A. Because it is in its nature aerial, and a mabtle vapour, which partakes at the same time lphsu, whence it
has contracted some contamination.

Q. Where is this fire concealed ?

A. It is concealed in the subject of art.

Q. Who is it that is familiar with, and can produtss fire?

A. It is known to the wise, who can both producant purify it.

Q. What is the essential potency and characteo$tiais fire ?

A. Itis excessively dry, and is continually in ruot; it seeks only to disintegrate and to educeghifrom
potentiality into actuality; it is that, in a wordthich coming upon solid places in mines, circiddtea vaporous
form upon the matter, and dissolves it.

Q. How may this fire be most easily distinguished?

A. By the sulphureous excrements in which it isedaped, and by the saline environment with whidh dlothed.
Q. What must be added to this fire so as to ace#mits capacity for incineration in the feminineesies?

A. On account of its extreme dryness it requirelseanoistened.

Q. How many philosophical fires do you enumerate ?

A. There are in all three--the natural, the unredfiand the contra-natural.

Q. Explain to me these three species of fires.

A. The natural fire is the masculine fire, or theed agent; the unnatural is the feminine, whicthis dissolvent of
Nature, nourishing a white smoke, and assumingftiat. This smoke is quickly dissipated, unless mcare be
exercised, and it is almost incombustible, thougliptilosophical sublimation it becomes corporeal egsplender
The contra-natural fire is that which disintegratempounds and has the power to unbind what has' beund
very closely by Nature.

Q. Where is our matter to be found?

A. Itis to be found everywhere, but it must splgibe sought in metallic nature, where it is meesily available
than elsewhere.

Q. What kind must be preferred before all others ?

A. The most mature, the most appropriate, and aseest; but care, before all things, must be takanthe metallic
essence shall be present, not only potentiallyrbattuality, and that there is, moreover, a mietajlendour.

Q. Is everything contained in this subject?

A. Yes; but Nature, at the same time, must be taskiso that the work may be perfected and hastamelthis by
the means which are familiar to the higher gradesperiment.

Q. Is this subject exceedingly precious ?

A. Itis vile, and originally is without native gjance; should anyone say that it is saleablelieispecies to which
they refer, but, fundamentally, it is not saleablecause it is useful in our work alone.

Q. What does our Matter contain?

A. It contains Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury.

Q. What operation is it most important to be ablperform?

A. The successive extraction of the Salt, Sulpand Mercury.

Q. How is that done ?

A. By sole and perfect sublimation.

Q. What is in the first place extracted ?

A. Mercury in the form of a white smoke.

Q. What follows?

A. Igneous water, or Sulphur.

Q. What then?

A. Dissolution with purified salt, in the first pla volatilising that which is fixed, and afterwafdgng that which i
volatile into a precious earth, which is the Vaséhe Philosophers, and is wholly perfect.

Q. When must the Philosopher begin his enterprise ?

A. At the moment of daybreak, for his energy muester be relaxed.

Q. When may he take his rest?

A. When the work has come to its perfection.

Q. At what hour is the end of the work ?

A. High noon, that is to say, the moment when the &S in its fullest power, and the Son of the Caig¥ in its mos
brilliant splendour.



Q. What is the pass-word of Magnesia?

A. You know whether | can or should answer:--I reeamy speech.

Q. Give me the greeting of the Philosophers.

A. Begin ; | will reply to you.

Q. Are you an apprentice Philosopher?

A. My friends, and the wise, know me.

Q. What is the age of a Philosopher ?

A. From the moment of his researches to that oflisicoveries, the Philosopher does not age.



